Unprecedented reactivity of N-heterocyclic carbenes toward DMAD and aldehydes leading to novel multicomponent reactions.
A facile synthesis of highly functionalized 2-oxymaleate and furanone derivatives by the multicomponent reaction of 1,3-dimesityl imidazolin-2-ylidene/imidazol-2-ylidene, DMAD, and aldehydes is described.